
           

              Date:       January 10th, 2013 

           From:       Deputy Chief Information Officer, Product Development (005Q) 

            Subj:       Section 508 Compliance Processes for Project Teams VAIQ # 7309211 

    To:       Assistant Secretary for Information and Technology (005)      

1. All electronic and information technology must conform to the Section 508 Standards  
found at http://www.section508.va.gov/Section_508_Background_Standards.asp. To help 
staff understand these standards better, the Section 508 Program Office (PO) has  
developed checklists found at http://www.section508.va.gov/Section_508_Checklists.asp. 
All applications purchased and developed by the Department of Veterans Affairs  
(VA), web and web content, multimedia, and hardware must conform to Section 508  
Standards. 

 
2. In the past, VA issued Section 508 waivers that allowed non-compliant projects to  

deploy within the VA enterprise if a remediation schedule for achieving conformance  
was provided to the Section 508 PO.  As of January 1, 2013, all VA Section 508  
waivers will expire.  In addition, VA’s Assistant Secretary for Information Technology  
has affirmed that all “grandfathered” legacy technology (Electronic and Information  
Technology developed prior to 2001) will be held to the same accessibility requirements 
as those projects being developed under the Project Management Accountability  
System (PMAS). 

 
3. All applications developed, procurred, maintained or used by the Office of Information 

and Technology (OIT), which includes deployed Development, Modernization, and 
Enhancements (DME) and sustainment applications, must conform with the Section 508 
Standards. 

 
4. All OIT Project Managers (PMs) or project owners shall complete and submit a  

Conformance Validation Statement (CVS) found at        
http://vaww.section508.va.gov/Section_508_Checklist_and_CVS.asp  

5. All DME and sustainment applications running in production must have either a  
signed self-certification stating the application is Section 508 compliant, a signed  
waiver and approved remediation plan, or a signed Section 508 Exception. 

 
6. The attached instructions provide directions to projects teams responsible for developing 

or sustaining applications to meet Section 508 requirements. 
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  Attachments 4: 

Section 508 Compliance Waiver Remediation Plan of Action and Milestone 
  Application for Section 508 EIT Exception 
  Application for Section 508 EIT Waiver 
  Section 508 Compliance Self Certification Form  
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